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Synopsis

It's 1942. Thirteen-year-old Korinna Rehme is an active member of her local Jungmadel, a Nazi
youth group, along with many of her friends. She believes that Hitler is helping Germany by
instituting a program to deal with what he calls the "Jewish problem," a program that she witnesses
as her Jewish neighbors are attacked and taken from their homes. Korinna’s parents, however, are
members of a secret underground group providing a means of escape to the Jews of their city.
Korinna is shocked to discover that they are hiding a refugee family behind the wall of her bedroom.
But as she comes to know the family, her sympathies begin to turn. When someone tips off the
Gestapo, loyalties are put to the test and Korinna must decide what she really believes and whom
she really trusts. Filled with adventure, Behind the Bedroom Wall helps readers understand the

forces that drove so many to turn on their neighbors and the courage that allowed some to resist.
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Customer Reviews

Melodrama substitutes for conflict in this heavy-handed novel set in Nazi Germany. At 13, Korinna
Rehme is just like the other members of her girls’ youth group: besotted with the Fuhrer ("Hitler is
the most wonderful man, Mother. Don’t you think so?") and rabidly anti-Semitic. When she discovers
that two Jews, a mother and young daughter, are hiding in her very own house, she is horrified at
her parents’ calumny. As Korinna weighs the possibility of turning her parents in, her best friend,
Rita, begins to grow suspicious and starts laying a deadly trap for the Rehmes and their clandestine

guests. Neither subtlety nor insight plays a part in these proceedings: Williams doesn’t suggest the



attractions of the Hitler youth groups or allow for the range of attitudes within these groups,
described so persuasively in such memoirs as llse Koehn’s Mischling, Second Degree or Hans
Peter Richter's | Was There. Instead, the dilemmas faced by these characters come across to the
reader as crystal-clear choices between good and evil. This type of simplification makes for bad
history?and a flat read. Ages 9-13. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Grade 5-87Korinna, 13, loves her country and is active in the Jungmadel, Hitler's youth group for
girls. When she learns that her parents are hiding Jews, she is shocked and angry. A series of
events, including her reluctant, but growing attachment to the little girl hidden behind the wardrobe
in her room, leads her to conclude that the price of being loyal to the Fatherland is too high. It is
Korinna’s quick thinking that saves the family during a night raid. The atmosphere and mood of the
times are palpable, with Korinna and her family forced to flee Germany. If the characters are
"types," such as the brave father, the nasty so-called "best" friend, and the vicious Gestapo agent,
they are clearly drawn and appropriately employed in a fast-moving, believable plot with an
inevitable ending.?Amy Kellman, The Carnegie Library of PittsburghCopyright 1996 Reed Business

Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Happy with purchase. Preread before giving to 12 year old granddaughter. Not too horrific in content

to be depressing, yet realistic. No bad language or sexual content noted.
| read this very sporadically for the 1st half of the book and finished the second half in a day.
Needless | say, | got hooked! Anyways, the book is an easy but entertaining read! | loved the

historical contest to it, and the book is very well written.Strongly recommend it to anyone!

Should be on every young readers list! A time in history that should not be forgotten. Can be the

introduction to the time that Germany would like to forget.

| understood what was going on in the book, | would like to read more books like this more often

GreatThis book is a wonderful description of the hardships of Jews in Nazi Germany and their

everlasting hope of better times to come



This book was great | loved the detail showing how it really was in that time period even for faithfully
Germans that believe d in Hitler s doings | really wished it would have went deeper in the ending

thought but it was no doubt the best holocaust book | have ever read

Unlike other books, which are about how Jews survived, this book gives a good perspective on how
a young girl, who loves Hitler, deals with keeping a Jewish family in captivity and keeping them safe

during WW2.

This book is about children brainwashed because Hitler wanted childern and every german to help

him rule well im not gonna ruin the bookvfor u so go ahead and read it.
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